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STATEMENT OF MRS. RICHARD WMREIM a?? ——
Ligsenfield House, Rathmines, Dublin.

My family was firet attracted to the national movement
through my eldest brother - later Father Martin .Ryan - who was
then in Maynooth College as a student. At that time (1902-1906)
Maynooth wag leader of young opinion, eespeclally regarding the
language, end afterwards regerding Sinn Féin. Thers wes a
large m:mha; of students there, particula:rly the Ferns men,
who were interested in these movements. They had a new outlook
a8 to the means of attaining freedom. ‘I remember my brother
coming home on holidays. He wae one of those people who always
hed a new idea. He would come home at holiday time -apd talk
tremendously about the language movement and 8inn Féin. We
started to read papers aﬁout every single thing that was eaid
by Arthur Griffith in comnection with the 8inn Féin movement.
Of course, Griffith was the man at that time. We used to read
every paper he was conmected with', from cover to cover. That
was 'Eh'a origin of our coming intoc the movement. At that time,
it was only ourselves in our locality had that sort of interest.

. It was pursly a &mall intellectual crowd who were interested

in these new ideas -~ partioculariy priests.

It wes @ new movement, with very little following. The
bulk of the people were satisfied with the Irish Parliamentary
Party and with their efforts 40 get Home Rule, 1If you talked
ebout Sinn Féin and tried to bring up a new idea, pecple looked
on you aalbaing a bit queer, with "notions". That was the ._
atmoaphere, even Jjust before the Rising, end when the Councils
Bill had been moated, so much wae this the case that in order
not to stymie Radinu-nd in the achievement of his Home Rule,

_Pearse and even Griffith stepped on the soft pedal to give him
a chance. The;rl would acﬁpt anything for the sske of advancing
the idea of freedom. Pearse was actually on Redmond's platform

at & very big meeting held in 0'Connell St. some tims.before
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the Volunteers were started.

The Volunteer movement was reslily fouméd by a happy
chance. They wounld never have had an np‘port;mitx of going
out openly under arms and carrying out manosuvres, only thet
the Ulster Volunteers had been founded for the purpose of
preventing Home Rule, There was & threéeatened mutiny in the
Curragh, to be led by a British Officer, if Home Rula_ was
brought in. The Ulster Volunteers were established in order
to resist Home Rule, even in esrmas if necessary. That being
80, the Brifish could not very well keep us from having
Volunteers here. Of course, their Constitution wes based on
the principle of freedom for Ireland; and the British
Parliament, I auppuae, was locking on Hnma Rule as anmathing
they were giving; and our pecple paid: "We will use the
Volunteers to fight for Home Rule, if necessary®. That was
the feeling. Therefore, our Volunteers were able to gst shead.
‘although we hed difficulties amongst ourselves.

The Volunteers, therefore, were formed under the leader-
ship of John MaoNeill and under the Sinn Féin aniﬁicﬂn and by
veople who were getting tired of the Irieh Party. N¢ docubt
the movement wee heartily weloomed by the I.R.B. 1t caught
the imagination of the country. The Irish Party got very
uneasy about 1t. They did not want a nationsl movement not
under their control and they suggested an esgreement by which
they were to have fifty-fifty on the Volunteer Bxa;:ut-'ri*ve.

The Irish Party would have twenty-five representatives to
twenty-jfiva of the original committee of the Volunteers.
That created e balance by which consclences on both sides

ware salved.

Anybody could go into the Volunteers and support the
movement. That 18 the way it wes in London when I was there,
about the middle of 1914 - after the Redmond Party Joined up
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that movement. We knew that at the time, and some of us were
not terribly keen on the idea of the I.r .B.. on account of its
being : nguurut soclety. The people that displayed the greatest
energy/were the real driving force behind the movement were
Tom Clarke end Sean MeDermott. Another man who was very active
in the Volunteers aend d4id a great deal of the confﬁant:l.al work
a8 well as writing, was Joe Plunkett. Tom uauDonagh, who was
Bnglish Literature Leciurer in University College, ﬁa alsc
very prominent. But particularly McDermott and Clarke were
the two whom I knew who worked day in ﬂay out for: this
movement. The Volunteer movement could not have had 1ts success
without those two men. I think the 'aqw:r. signatories on Easter
Monday were all I.R.B, men, A man like John MacNeill, who was
a very fine gentlemem end a mmil&nua scholar, was used by them,
because he would be s man who would appeel to the country
generally., He probably kmew he was being used that way, but
he did not mind. I think Pearse wae an I.R.B. man too. The
Volunteers ﬁapt gathering strength all through 1915, They got

a lot of mew adherents.

ATter my return from I.ondun at the end of 1914, I went home.
I came to Dublin in Jenuary 1915, and tock over some Germsn
classes from my sister in Rathmines T;achnical Bchm.:ih This post,
which left me a good deal of liberty, suited me very well at
the time. I then became Bousekeeper for my sister, first at
leeson Park Avenue, and then whenr we moved to 19, Ranelagh Eoad,
Mra., Wyse-Power was delighted I hed coms Back, She said:
-"Hara‘a one of the girls who bes plenty of time. 8She can hecoms
oné of the secretaries of Cumerm ns mBen. I became one of the
secretaries, We had rooms in Dewson 8¢, - No. 2, I think,
The haaﬂq:uartem of the Volunteers was in the same building.
We hed not the seme rooms. Very often we would not see them,
because they oply ceme in io us when they wanted to inquire
about something. Bulmer Hobeon. was Becretary that time. I
often met Sean MacDermott there. That year was full of
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with the Volunteers. Dr. Sophie Bryant was very enthusiastie
sbout it. She was of Irish descent. 8he wae headmistress of
the North London Colleglate 8chool where I taught. We had a
very fine orowd there. We formed a branch of Cumann na mBan
of which I wes Hon. Secretsry. We collected a good bit of
money. When the war started in August 1914, Home Rule wae put
on the Statute Book, but there was no more about it.

Bhortly after that, Redmond began to advocate that our
people should join the Allies to fight for the rights of small
nationss The other side of the Volunteers would not have
anything to do with that sort of thing and there was a lot of
bad fseling which brought ebout a split. The Binmm Féin
Volunteere were left whers they were before, only rather worse,
if anything, becsuse & large number of the people, who hed
Joined before then, were in favour of Redmond. Consequently,
we hed to re-orgenise again. At that time I wae still in
London. I could see the danger of the money we had collected
being held up 1f I did not act quickly and bring it over o
John MacNeill. Mrs. Stopford Green, who wae Fresident of the
Branch, arranged for ‘me to come over %o Iralhnﬂ in November.

I think our rooms were in Bedford S8t. or Fleet St., I cannot
well remember now. I know nothing further sbout thet Branch
&ﬁar November, 1914, I don't think thaa;r met any more, because
Cumann: na mBan broke up over there. That was the end of my

caraer in London.

In 1915, the vu;l.untaara had begun to gather strength.
These were the Irish Volunteers. The National volﬁn:taera wag
the name given to the Redmond Section of the Volunteers who
broke off, The National Volunteers were supposed 0 conbinue
their organisation, but they did not continue in existence
any length of time, a8 & great many of them joined the British
Army to fight "in defence of small nationa;* on Redmond‘'s advice.

The Irish Republican Brotherhood was very strong behind
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exocitemont ami activity. We always talked of having a

_ Rising, but, although we: talked of it, we never reslised that
it wes 20 mear. It was almost ae imposeible to realise ite
proximity as that of the end of the world. That geax; was
passed in building up Cumenn na mBan. |

Cumenn ma mBan wae started in April 1914. They had been
maiing progrese all through 1914, In 1915, we were building
up again after the split. We did quite s lot of organising
sll over the country, trying to get bramches started. We
were a completely independent body from the 'Ehluﬁtaara.
Poeople llke Mrs. Wyse~Fower end others used to maintain that
we were not an guxilisry to the Volunteera, but en independent
body; but the fact of the matter wes that our ectivities
coneisted of service to the Volunieers. We had it straight
in o ﬂonsti-tutd.un - that we were an independent organisatiocn
working for the freedom of Ireland. We kad it almost the
same ag tha‘ Volunteers had it. We put in & great deal of
R;ua droﬂﬂ work, training our girls for war - even to take up
arms, 1f necessary - and to do any sort of work in connection
with *l;ar; also, t0 build up our national movement from the
pnint: of view of propagendia, history snd so on. I imegire
1% should be possible to obtain a éopy of the orlginal Cumanm
na mBan comstitution. A8 will be seen from that, we were mot
formed se an suxiliary, but we looked on ourselves as such,

1 remember Hency Power atressing the idea of its being an
independent women's movement. I was s$ill joint-secretary.

A lot of the Cumanm ma mBan spemt their time making up
bhandages -~ nmot for ourselves, but for the Volunteers -~ not
Fnﬂw:_l.ng what it was really fore I did e good deal of
organising myself « going around tﬁe country -~ at a later
period, but Before 1916, I don't think I went anywhere except
down to Wexford. During 19156, ss far es I can remember,
1t was all gemersl sort of work. We helped to organise
public meetings; of couree, it was during the war, but these
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. meetings were allowed. The Valunt¢ers were always parading
and they were not prevented by the Britieh . suthorities.

For little more than a week before the Rieing there was
tremendcus exoitement - & sort of seetliisgindercurrent. . You
felt that something was going to happem, but what 1t was
you did not know. First of all, there was that nacrat
document from Dublin Castle that they had. Cartain leaders:
‘were going fto be selzed. PYlaces wore going to be held, such
as the Arch%dshop's house et Drumcondra. & great meny of us
held thet it was mot an authentic dooument. BSome say Joe
Plunkett wrote it, There was some basis of truth in it, I
suppose. We “ra.wry excited over that., I remember Mrs.
Maoleill and myself going to Gill'e %o see Iaohan; and __Enn_ils-
about it, and to find out what would be done about it and how
we could counter it in the eyes of the world. '

" Our rooms were entirely given over %o baniage meking.et
that time. There were supposed to be. great 'Enatar manosuvres
to show our sirength. . We felt thnt, nlthangh thara hed been. .
manoceuvres, this was eome thlng dirfarant. '

Every yesr, ﬂur:lng Bas ter ‘ll'ael:, wo always went home to
Woxtford. My sister - later Mra. Sean T. 0'Kelly - was in the
University at that time, Bhe wan£ d?‘l;nﬁgt?ﬁ?;fug:gﬁ %ﬁ'
-and Agnes had gone down a day or two ﬁafo:-a Bean Ehnnamtt
who used’ to be :Ln our house a great daal, sald to ma when ha
hnm 1 was gaing toe: Y“You ought to remain in Duh:l.in over
Bester with Jim. Jim is under orders. You oughi to 8teay end
see after him", Jim vwas my brother (afteswards Dr. Jemes Ryen,
T.D. for Woxford). I said: "All right. I will ammounce my
intention to my sisters that I ﬂil stay here"., Although Jim
was 8ti1l a medical student he seems to have been a good deal
_connected with the activities of that week. "I thdink he went N
down to the country with ‘some mesaage from headquarters ahuut
the R:l._s:l.ng. I nwself took & writtun dinpatnh from Saan
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MacDermott on Holy Thursday worning to Sean Sinmott, Who was
1", charge of the Volunteers in ﬁa:fﬂ He must have handed
it to me on Wednesday night at our house. He A1d mot 61l me
what was in it. When I Manded 11:. over to Bean Simmott in
Wexford town his only remark wes "That will be all right".

I kot no written reply to bring tack. I returnsd that evening
by train to Dublin.

¥o meetings took place in our house that time. Most of
the meetings were held down-town. I harﬁly saw Bean MacDermott
again except on Good Friday in the Red Bank. Gearocid
0'Sullivan and himself were having dinmer, I don't remeumber
with whom I was on that occasion. I only exchangsd a few words
with hims They were all at fever pitch and aort of secretive.
0f course, you can understand ii, when you realise ‘what
happened subsequently. -. . .

= b

Egster Saturdey came end .II remember being at home and
wondering where everybody wes. Sean T. 0'Kelly came in, in
great distress, and ssid he hed been in %0 see Griffith on
his 'w up and ‘that the position was terrible. Of course, he
knew at that time that the German arms had been destroyed,
that those two young fellows had been drowned at Killorglin
and, generally spesking, tl';at the fat .wa:a‘-in the f;l.r:-e, from
the Eerry point of view. I did not know anything about the
ai'mB at Kerry, I think. I knew that they were having soms
connection with Germany, becsuse Sean MacDermott hed asked me
one time if I would go to Germany for him as he thought a girl
would get there more easily then s man, but when I t‘qld ny \
sisters, they would not let me go, baéauae they said that, as
' I wes commsected with Such a big family, 1t would never do.
That would have been, I- tlﬁnk, Baster: ;.915. It was Joe
Plunkett who went afterwards. I learned that £rom Mra. Dilion,
his sister, who let it out to us at that time that Joe had gone.
Bhe came in to say that ehe hed got a message from Joe aayiﬁg



Be

thet he hed left Liverpool safely. She gave us that informa—
tion to pase on to Sean MacDermott, Incidentally, my sister
Kit and myself played a joke on Sean about this. We were

" having coffee with him in Bewley's and I said %o him: "By the
way, Sean, did you see where Joe Plunkett was arrested?"
“Where?" eald Bean, who locked very o:-:nncamdi. "In Liverpool"
sald I. He then noticed by my emile that 1t wae only a try-on
and he eaid: “"Damn you,enyway". |

Joe went to Spein, ostensibly on aceount of his heal th,
and from there he got to Germany. -

Anywsy, on Holy Saturday afternoon about 3 or 4 o'clock,
Sean T, came in and aa:l.d' ﬁn had been in with Griffith who told -
hdm the ‘.'.roluntam wore goling to rise the mext morning. He
mst have told me that the I.R.B. were very much hehipd the
project and that the erms had besen lost; that 8ean Fitzgibbon
had come from Kerry and 1:011_.’: MaoNelll about the digaatar.

I am cortain that it was Baster Saturday efternoon that Sean Te
n'Kalir told me thet. We talked it over and both of uws felt
that something must be done. He msid: "I think I will go out
and see MacNelll", So Sean T. went off ‘to see MacNeill. I
hed en uneasy feeling. We had not seenSean MecDermott. I
thought Sean T. would have been a big man in the I.R.B. but
.at this stage I realieed, to my a;l;:'prine. thet he was not.
Sean T. came back from MacNeill afterwarde end said they were
having e moeting that night in Dr.. Seamus 0'Kelly's at 54,
Rathgar Ri:;nﬂ, ‘and that HacNeill would likely issué some
statement. Sean T. was very upset about the whole situation
a8 he was wery much in the dark about thinges end he feared
that the Rising might end in e holocaust. |

He arrenged with me to bring everyons we could find
suiteble up to Beamus 0'Kelly's that evening in case the
meeting wished to issue any message. dJim, Liam O'Briem, and
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Father Paul Walsh were {0 come. Father Paul must have been
staying in our house that time; he wae & priest then, doing
research work in the Royal Irish Academy.

We went up to Beamus 0'Kelly’'s, es arranged. We were in
an ante-room, and inaide were the Volunteer people, like
MacNeill and Sean T. and FitzgibBon, and ‘a great ma:ny others,
including Cathal Brugha. I can't remember who were with me in
the ante-room besides Father Psul, Liam Q'Brien, Jim and myself
There may have been othere there in the ante-room, but I can’t
remezber them. Then there was a great lot of 'hugger-mugger'.
I remember Dr. Seamns ('Kelly; he was like a man swaiting news
of the birth of a baby - in and out, fussing, and in an awful
ptate. We were all waiting, and getting into an awful state,
to0. Then, after a long, long time, and very late. in the
night, I r'-am“ pomeone coming in to us and handing to each
of us a plece of psper. I remember MacNeill's handwriting on
it. It read: “'Ihai‘a will be no manoceuvres tomorrow. All
manoeuvres: are cancelled. This 1s to be cobayed by every
officer’. It was eigned with MacNeill's own name, I was asked
would I go to Wexford with this mesaage. I seid: "All right."

Jim went to Cork. O'Rahilly went to Limerick. Father
Paul must have gone to Galwaye Liam O'Brien went to Tyrrell's
Pass end Tullemore. Some of them started that nighte I went
down on the mime o'clock train to Wexford on Baster Sundey
morning. I remember I had an awful feeling that the Rising
would teke place, but I hed to take my order.

Sean T. had come back to our house after the mesting on
S8aturday night. He did not go on any megsage, but it was he
Brought us up theres He 2aid: "I have been talking Lror the
laat two hmn-s‘ to Gathal' Brugha". There was somé other man,
a8 well as Cathal, who was agalnst MacNeill iesuing anything.
I did not =es Hnnonagl going in to the meeting, but I did hear
he was there. I kmow that Cathal Brugha atayed thar:a and
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fought ageinst issuing anything. He falked to S8ean T.
cutaide on m.u' road for I don't know how long. 'He wes all.
ageinst Maclelll doing thls. When Bean T. came back to us,

I had no knowledge thet he had changed his views, but I think
Gath_al Brugha hed made & bit of an impression., Bean T. was
the man who was in sympethy with MacNeill about the situation
but it wae then too late to chenge his attitude., He _
certeinly did not interfere with ue. WNelther did he inter-
fere with Liam O'Brien. They all came up to Dr. 0'Kelly's

on account of Sean T, Jim was in a very queer position; he
had mlready taken messages down to Cork about ;:he Rising;
now, he hed to go with meseagea to stop 1t.

On Easter Sunday morning I got off the train el
Enniscorthy. I went to Wexford town afterwardss I knew
Ginger O'Conmell was in Enniscorthy end was in uhrarg:ﬂ of that
part of the country - Wexford, Carlow and Kilkenmy. I suppos¢
he would be Captain U'Gonnell.1 As I was. ming along the
street in Enplacorthy, I met Father Pat Murghy of the Mission
Houees. He wae always a great man in the mnwuntl withwua.

I t0ld him I was looking for 0'Conmell, or the Volunteer
Executive people thore. 1 told him why I was down tl_fuara. Hie
mouth opened with aastonishment. He said: "Go up to your
aunt's house", I had an aunt living there; end I'went to

her houae., They all came in., 8Seamus Doyle came in, I -am
nearly sure, snd O'Conmell and Father Pat Murphy. I can's
remenbeor if Rafter wae there, I have only & knowledge of

the three know. I told 0'Connell and gave him thé MeSSage.
He resd 1t and he was wory confused. I told him them of the
conversation between Bean T, end myself and what had happened
ebout the amms, ete, and that the HacHeill group thoug:ht it
wae better to countermand the Rising. So I ssid: "My opinion
is that there will be a Rising'. I knew Sean MacDermott was
at the back of that Rising. I had not had a telk with him for
some days, but I felt he was not a man who. would sbandon it.

k]
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You would think by O'Connell then. that he wes yery déinapnnimmé
that the Rising wae off, His head was in his hands and he was
utterly confuseds I suggested I should go to Wexford to see:
Johnny 8innott, I wanted to go home to my own place and

back to Dublin again. They got a car and we drove to Wexford,
We saw Johnny Sinnott who was in charge of the Wexford
‘E:oluntaaﬁ. He was a mice quiet sort of a fellow. I think
he wag a carpenter in Pierce's. I had mot much to say to
them there as Ginger tock over ahﬂ spoke to them. He said
thet I had brought this maasﬁga. They a&ll locked terribly
s:l.um. Nobody made any remark, like; "It's a goed@ thing toa".
They all looked utterly confused and dissppointed. I did not
8ce Bob ¥remnnan., I knew afterwards: that he went to
Bnniscorthy on Mondey, end found it hard to get the people
togother. I theon got a taxi from & man called Duff,

intending to meke my way to my home place, Tomeocole. When

I grrived there I founi them sll) in the breakfast-room

and you can imagine the talk. I kept seaying: "I am certaim
it w:lll come off. I have to go bBack, I must go halek to ‘
Dublin®, They eaid: "You should take someone bBack with you",
S0 Phyllis came with me. We went off fairly late. We took

a taxle I remember we paid £6 for :I.t._ It 1s always said
8ince ~ but I wouldn't like to accuse him of it - that when
the taximen went back to Wexford he gave information about
our journey. In apite of my message, Bob Brennan ard other
Volunteers did rise.

Anyway, we arrived back In Dublim late on Sunday night.
S8ean T. wae there. Liam O'Brien, I think, was Back, and the
others were mote Phyllis end I went to bed. The men glept
in tha_ drawingroom. .

Next morning ~ Baster MHonday - it was talk, talk again.
Then suddenly a dispatch camo in to me. It was a mobilisation

ai'dar, that I waes: to report at some street near the Broedstone.

4
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It gave the name of the street, which I cannot remenber ncw.' it
was probably Blackhall Street., It wae Jjust at the Broadstone.
Phyllis was not in Cumann na mBan that time, s¢ she stayed at
home. BShe got no notice, Besides, somebody would have to be -
there, as we hed a lot of arms, Ju3£ before that Con Murphy
had brought arms which he‘had in his house for us to store.
He asked Jum to take them. Ae & matter of fact, they were all
taken afterwardg. but our own arms were not.

We were there at the assenbly point at twelve o'elock on

Monday. We spent the day there then. I was a good while in a

~little house along with Mrs. Rngergl- then Mise MacMehon ~ and -

someone else. We sat behind & table. The girls came in and we
told them a lot of addresser to which we would like them to go
with messages frnm the men who had been mobilised. We were to let
their people know they were all right. We had the names and
addresses of the men; they must have been supplied by Ned Daly to
Miss MacMahon, May Hayes - she was May Kavanagh then = was'in the
Central Branch as well as myself at that time, Can you imagine
us going around and telling all these people that their men were
all rightt? May Hayes spent one day and night going around. I

do not know wﬁat we were doing that day. I could not remember
what welate. May Hayes sai&lwa were told to bring rations for a
day; I suppose we di&. We stood around. WE were very tired.

I remember hearing shots ~ a few shots together, and then the
firing stopped. You would hear a shot now and agaln, and

then things were ferriblylstill. Mras. Rogera - she is a
gister-in-law of the Seaf&tary to the Department of Desfence -
wag a great worker, At five o'clock she got a notice

from Ned ﬁaly to say they did not think our services would

be further required. There was no mention nf»wheme we

were to report next day. Well, she said, she could not

see anything else to do but to disband. Individually,

we could do as we liked. May Hayes does not

remember any more either. I remember a certain feeling of
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plaaeu:;.a. I aa:ld:‘“ﬁmr we can go around and see whai ist
heppening®. I remember Effie Taaffe and myself marched off
with ourselves town-town, straight ﬂm along from Dorset St.
to 0'Connell 8t. We came openly down the street. There was
an avful crowd of people gethered round in ‘gruupa, watching.
You could not get them to move off.

Wo came to the Post Office without being stopped or
interfered with in any W- The first thing thet made ‘us
realise there was g8 war on was a dead horse, lying on ite back
with its feet up. This horse belonged £0 one of the Lancers
who hed come down from the north side to make an attack om
those "rehels"™ and get rid of them. They got a volley of
sphots from the Post Officse, a couple of horses were shot
and they retreated.,  There was nothing going on when we came
along at ebout s8ix o'clock on Monday mvening. DTeople were
standlng arcund in groupe every place, watching for
davalnpﬁanta. There was not much excltement, I remember tha
flag interested me because I had never seen our tricolour
flying like that before. We came to the Post 0ffice and saw
tbisi big man - Commolly - in full uniform, standing outside

the door with a young man, a sentry, with him. We did not

know him end we passed along, very disconsolate.

Then near O'Commell Monument we saw Sean T. O'Kelly
marching along with a 1ittle bend of Citizen Army men. I had
left E.aan T. and ILiam O0'Brien in the house. They had both
gone off and joined. BSean T. cal;ma down to tﬁa G.P.0. and met
Pearse who made him a Steff Captain. Liam O'Brien went into
the College of Surgeons and joined up with the Citizen Army
there. And here was Sean T. leading that 1ittle band of men
from O0'Connell Monument. He had about seven or eight fellows
behind him. They were an odd mumber, I remember.- So, "Halt"
came from Seen T He was not in uniform, but had a Sam

Brown belt. Anyway, we etopped end said we had been disbanded.

-
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ThenS8ean Te aaidf, wj.ﬂa tha t éra_a.t air -p:t_‘_hi's: "Would you -
like to come into the Post Office? Would you like to see
B’ﬁan McDermott?" I u;aii:i:_. "Fe would love thet, but we are

afraid to go_-in"'.'. gean T. said: "Come aiﬂng with ms", .

Then Effie Taaffe and wéelf‘ wers brought in 'tr;r the G.P.0.
S8ean T« O0'Kelly told Gonnnl:l.ir who we were and then he went
off on buuiﬁaaa; I remember going to the Eack of the Poet
Office. I was looking for Sean MacDermott. I was left om
- my own and looked axaciw like the .complete camp follower.

I said to Gearoid O'Sulliven, who was a sort of alde-de-camp
. to Sean Macnarmo;at: "I would like to see Sean MacDermott'.

I was told: "You can't see him. ﬁe is resting". I came
out Of the G.P.0. then and went hack to 19, Renelagh Road.
1 inat sight of ﬁrﬂa Taaffe in the Pt;at Dfﬂi_c_-.a. mtava:_:-
she aid, I do not know. I met have known some time, but I

* don't Xnow nowe

It was great that I-uiiﬂ g0 baock home on Hmﬂay evening,
) ~ because Phyllis was waiti-ng. Jim was not t.;taﬁra. He could
not get back from Gork until next day, when he cape by
Blessington., I 'stayed there that night with Phyllis, ﬁe’uaua&
I was to'zive Jim a message when he arrived back. I must |
ﬁaw been told by someone in the Fost Office that Jim was 1o
‘repori ts.;t the G.P.0. i:rm:ue:«i{i:fu‘i:aea\l;-;r when he got back. I know

it was not Sean MacDermotti who told me that, because I°did -

nat'sée him when I was in the G.P.0. that day.

On Tuesday we waita& for Jim. Phyllie ax}ﬂ I went down
tnwﬁ. I .remenber the women arcund Charlemont St. were
ta}king'a' _].'ﬁt against the Volunteers. - Jim arrived that
" af‘ternoon. We - told him in a great hurry that he ws;a expected
at the G.P.0. Phyllis is certain she brought his gum down
for him under her long coet. The 1thre's of-us walked down "
the whole way %0 the G.P.0., slong by Trinity College -

Jim, Phyllis 'anﬂ._ myself, I remember, when I was passing by

- . B
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Trinity College I had a feeling that there was am}athiﬁg
serious going on there. Yuﬁ would see an odd men peeping
out from behind sandbags or you waﬁlﬂ gee the muzzle of 4
gur. There wae odd shooting, and people would go off the
atreot and come back agaim. We got imto the Post Office &t
the front. We saw Sean MacDermmott in a_amall room off the
main office and he mads us come in and sit downs I said:
"I suppose you will kill me for taking MacNeill's maaaﬁga".
He seid: "It won't make any difference. I knew in my heart
and soul that they had wanted the fight". I think it was
the mercy of God that 1t waes like that. If we had a hig
Rising, we would have had a lot of destruction.

_ We stayed in the G.P.0. that evening. Phyllis and I
went ﬁpﬂtaira to the coomissariat - Miss GavanDuffy. I
can't remember enctl.;,r who wes there, There were others in
different placaa; I was put' to oarve & lot of beef, At
that time there were mearby the Metropole, the D.B.C. and
the Imperial Hotel. All the stuff thet was in those places
was commandeered end Brought into the Post Office and ‘
receipte were given for it on behalf of the Irish Republican
Army. I remember carvimg, carving. Very 11ka1;r, girls came
in apd toock the food around to the men. The men did nod
come up to our room tec eat, but rauﬁinaﬂ at their different
poste. Desmond Fitzgerald was there. I knew him fairly
well., Phyllis said that the first thing he asked was: -
"Now listen, girls. Have you been to confession?". He

gsked every girl who came into the place the same question.

Then I had a talk with Tom Clarke in the kitchen that
Tuesday nights PFirst of all, Sean MacDermoti tnld'maa that
Tom Clarke wanted to heve e talk with me and with Mises
MacMehon., Tom Clarke told the same story ito each of us.
I could not remember it all. The gist of it was - that .

people naturally mow would be against them for rising and
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coming out like this; that one of the reasons for people
being against them would be because of the countermanding
order, but that they had come to this conclusion: that 1t

was absolutely necessary that they should have thiq Rieing
now, becmuse if they did not have it now, they might never
have it; that when the men had Been brought to a certaim
point they had to go forward; that, in any caese, a rabﬂlllim
wae necessary to make Ireland's position felt at the Pesce
Conference so that its relation to the British Bupire would
etrike the world. I asked him: "Why a republic®" He
replied: "You muet have eomething striking in order to appeal
to the imagination of the world", He also sald that st all
periode in the history of Ireland the shedding of bloed had
always suceeeded in raising the spirit and morale of the
people. He sald that our only chance wae to make ourselves
felt by an: armed rebellion, "OF course" he added, "we shall
be all wiped out", He sald this glmost with galety. He

had got into the one thing he had wanted to do during his
whole lifetime. He spent aixtaren yeara in Brdtish Priabns
and when he came out, went to America. He was mot young at
this time. He must have heen about sixty years of age. Ie
talked & whole lot to me after that. Then other people

came along including Sean MoGarry who looked wretched. Tom
Clerke said, Jjokingly, to him: "Miss Byan will get you e

cup of bovril., Bhe gave one to me; it is great stuffh,

The headquarters people were not doing any fighting
in the G.P.0. They were watching things., Pearse spent mnalt
of his time in the front parit of the f'ost Office. It was
nearly the eame then aé it ie now, although it has since
beaﬁ done up new. There wa&, more or less, a front passage.
There was & counter where you could get stamps. All these
young fellows = the Plunketts, Hi’clf Collins end crowds of
others, including the members of the Larkfield Camp, were
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manning the windows. The Beadguarters staff sat there talking
quietly. The Howth guns made a lot of noise, but it seemed
that those young Volunteershuite enjoyed firing away. Gearoid
0'Sullivan, who was high in rank, was inside all the time.
Pearse sat out there in the front on one of the high e tools,
and pecple would come and telk to him. That is where we were
talking to Pearse with Sean MacDermott later.

Tuesday night passed. All that_ night I wes upstairs at
the very back, where the kitchens were. On one occasion I was
coming along & passege ami ran into D:Larmird Lynch. We found
we knew each other. Normally, Diarmuid Lynch waes a terrible
peseimist, but that night he seemed very cheerful and wo hed
a long chat.

On Wednesday morning, I don't remember what work we did,
but I remember we went down to S8ean MacDermott. He said:
"Come :I.n' to Pearse. ‘me;ra' is & message to be sent". The
messages we tock out were really not f;.-nm Pearse, but from
O'Rahilly. We went with letters to the wives of three British
officerss On the day the Volunteers seized the Post Office
they arrested three British officers who were in the precincte.
I think they were buying stamps at the time. &1l three:
officers had their wives living on the north side. O'Rahilly
was in charge of the priscnars, Pearse told MacDermott that
0'Rahilly wanted to glve us these messages. We went to the
baock yard. O'Rahilly 19.9: changing guard on the prisoners.
They were kept around at the right-hand side of the yard.

One guerd, which consisted of three or four Volunteers, wes
standing to attention as the new guard came on. O'Rshilly
seld to us: "Excuse me", He said to his men: “Now, these
prisoners are: in our charge and we are in honour bound to see
that they are trested as prisc;na_ra. of war. If it's the last
bit of food in the place, it must be shared with th-e prisoners,
and 1f any man doss not follow nw instruotions he willi get -
this" - and he pulled out a gun, Then he gave us the letters
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which, he said, had been written by these British officers. One
of the addreeses was mot very far out - Drumcondra; another was
Seville Place, and the third was The Thatch.

Wedneaday morning we started off to deliver those lettersa.
We hsad been up 8ll night., OQur feet got very tired. It was
terribly warm. Coming towards Drumcondrs we saw a lot of
British soldiers paseing along. We went on out and delivered
gll the letters. I always remember the look on the women's
faces when they read the messages. We asked: "Is therﬁ any

message?” They looked at us as if we were awful women.

It was late on Eednesday evening when we were coming baok,.
There was a lot of firing. It was not at the Post Office but
at Liberty Hall., When we got to the top of Dorset Street, we
foumd that there were British soldiers all along the streeis
where we wanted to pass. We decided we would go to Mountjoy
Squere %0 Welter Cole's house. We went down there and found
Mre. \‘Iysé-rnmr and her two deughters thers. MNrs. wsé-rciﬁar
hed simply lost her nerve., She felt it was going %o be a
complete fimsco, a washout. 8She said: "Don't go back. What
would you go back for now?" Hepr house had been burned: down
and looted, While we were going with the mepsages earlier
thet day, I remember sesing some of the looters at Norton's
in Henry St. Prems were being thrown down through the windows
ahnm; for women to caich them below. By Wednesday, Mrs. Wyse-
Power's place was burned and loeoted. She was in a bad state.

I think she did not let Nency go baeck. Anyway, we eald mothing
at all; we were determined ;I;o get Back. It would be absolutely
idiotic not to; if the men were to die, wé would too; thet is
the way we felt. That night we went to bed at Cole's. Phyllis
was saying since that she remembera sitting in thé bathroom
and Mrs. Wyse-Power rubbing her face with a ftowel, and seying
"Don't go back".
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In the morning - Thursdgy = Phyllis heard the belle and
' we got up. We did mot get our breakfest at Cole's. Nanoy -
Power sald we cams in to her. I forget what she said to us,
but she gave us some mesasage to bring back. We started off
for the G.P.0. I don't know what streets we travelled, but I
suppose we went straight out by Pindlater's Chureh, then we
got across into Parnell Square and down along Moore 8t. We
found there was nothing very active going on.

We muet have got in to the G.P.0. at the side without
any shots or experiencing any daﬁg&r. When we got im, Sean
MacDermoit got hold of ue again. We was very pleased with us.
"Now", he seid, "I think the Commandant General (Pearse) would
iike to send out a few messages. | We were always very sorry we
got those messages, as it meant lesving the G.P.0. sgain.
Pearse wented to send a message to his mother, who was living
on the south side, and another message to the people in the
couniry, ‘aeking them to support him. On this jJourney we had
to crose: t0 Dame St. by the Metal Bridge. Both sides: of the
quays were held by the British military - I think the Sherwood
Foresters = to prevent anyone crossing. 'We were halted by them
and threatened to be sent to the Caatle to be searched. After
ma:iw protestations of innocence and ignorance on our psrt
wo were let pass. 48 we came into Dame 8t. I saw for the first
time an armoured cer peesing slowly along. I wae seized with a
Teeling that this was something diabolical and devastating.

We got the message to Pearse's mother, which was easy
- anough. We sent that out. We passed it along. We ocould not
gﬂt any messages to the country to tell the people to support
him. We could not get out of town. The place begen to be

gurrounded.

We had seen Jim 1in the Post Office, but wery little. We

came in on Tuesday. We were out on messages on Wednesday;
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camé in on Thursday morning and went out ‘agein on Thursday
ebout middey. We went home to Ranelagh Road ther withrour
dispatches and wverious other messages for different people. .
Wo took three copies of the Proclamation which I gave to wives

of the leaders.

When we got home, I remember seelng a great big plece of
corned boef. We hed loaves end butter, and everyone who ceme
in hed slices of beef and bread.

Later on Thursday, we went out to see my sister, Mother
Stanielaus, Loreto Hostel, 77, Bt. Stephen's Green. We stayed
the night with her. She was in an awful state. She wanted
us to go down and tell Mr. Pearse he had fought long encugh.

On Friday, I made an attempt to get back to the G.P.O.
It was very difficulte. I tried, in a most stupid menner,
to get backs I went to a main street and along by the College
of Surgeons. I could have got into the College of Surgeons,
but it never occurred to me o do ¢, 88 my nmind was bent on
getiing tc the Post Office. I turned back then, when I found
1t impossible -~ when I saw a dog shot daéd at my faet.
The College of Surgeons wae all pock-merked fronﬂ machine gum
placed on the Shelbourne Hotel, 1g was in frnmli of the
College of Surgeons that I saw th; dog being sghot. It ran
out in front of me and suddenly it lesy on the ground. It
cquld have been myself, if I had walked on another bit. I

went home then.

Fridey night was a miserable night. The whole place
waB being burned down. You could pee the blsze of Tire from
the windows. We heard rumours that Sean MacDermott was shot;
then that Dinahilly was shot. We hed a very misafﬁhla time.
We had people comlng in who ¢ould not get down town, like
Geraldine Plunkett and Tom Dillen. Quite a lot of other
people came; half of them I forget.
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On Saturday, we heard that' the Post Office was burned

out and that they had surrendered, but we did not know,

It must have been about 1l o'clock on Sunday morning
when Louise Gavan Duffy called in to our house to hear what
news we had, She told us then who had been killed -~ that
0'Rahilly had been killed; that the others had come out safely,
but had surrendered; that she did not know anything about Jim.
She had not seen him, He was in charge of all those people
who were wounded. At the last minute he went with the others -
Sean MacDermott and Connolly - and left the wounded to be
taken to hospitel. Desmond Fitzgerald went with him too,
I think. Louise said to me: "Come on, we'll go over to the
College of Surgeons or Jacob's", I was delighted and we left
Phyllis at home. |

As we came to the College of Surgeons, they were just
surrendering - just being marched into their places by British
rormmies. We were let talk to the prisoners. Liam O'Brien
gave ﬁa meseages - one to his mother and one to Helen Lalor,
who afterwards became hie wife. DNellie Gifford was there.
There was quite a number of other people thére who were quite
rreelr_getting notes from the prisoners, who were all allowed

to hand over things.

Then Loulse said: "We'll go over to Jacob's". We went
in over to the side door there. Mick Hayes told us that
MacDonagh had gone to the British Commander and had insisted
on seeing Pearse and the others, Mick said that they had
more or less resigned themselves to what was going to happen.
Jacob's was the queerest place anyone ever picked out. It
was all glass on top and could have been easily ﬂéatroyed.

I read some reascn given for its occupation = that it was a

very good observation point.

Some of the Hanrahans, Dick King and a whole lot of

others, gave us 1ittlie letters to take out to their people.



22,

Then we went to the little headquarters woom where Major
MacBride was sitting, and a few other officers. Jack MacDonagh
wae in there too. Then the Commandant came back, He came In
jauntily as if he were about to issue another p;oclamatien.

He talked to us géily and said: "I'm afraid, ladies, as you

are not on my staff, I shall have to ask you to leave.” We.
left. We brought Maire Ni Shiubhlaigh with ue. There was
enother womsn, but I don't remember who she was. We made Maire
come with us as she was on the verge of being hysterical. When
we came to the door, & high-ranking officer and a young officer
were arriving to take the surrender. They came in a small
two-geater car. I suppose the high ranking officer waé General
Lowe, The young officer stood, and we sood too. Louise stood
up with great dignity. One of the officers said: "We are not
taking women, are we?" The other said: "No". We went off.

Louise said: "The cheek of him.anéway - not taking women".

When we got home to 19 Ranelagh Road;'we put Maire Ni
shiubhlaigh to bed. She was worn out cémpletely. We sat again,

and sat and sat.

I could not tell you really very much after that, Sean
MacDermott wae not shot until the 12th. We thought he was
going to eacape. I wrote an article in & paper in America,
which I will hand in. It gives exgctly my impressions at the
time I went to see Sean MacDermott., This was the morning he
was executed. We were there at 12 o'clock and remsined till
three, He wae shot at a quarter to four. The message was
brought t0 us by an army c¢ar and we returned in it. They sent
word firet, I think, that they were nalling. Someone came ;n
a cﬁr. with an army driver, and handed me a note to say that
the prisoner, Sean MacDermott, would like to see me and my
sister, if she would like to accompany me. We had to cali.to
the North Circular Road to collect Sean Reynolds and Sean
VacDermott's landlady. Sean wanted Sean Reynﬁlﬁs to make his

will for him; he had not very much to leave, Just a few pounds
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for Masses. He handed me mementoes which I gave tﬁ various
people - buttons to Maire Cregan and Mergaret Brﬁwne. He
had previcusly sent me his signet ring through ‘Sean McAvin,
Afterwards i got his rosary from the priest who heard his
confession. The things I got I gave to other people. I_képt
only the ring.. | :

We were all there together, listening to eanh{ather;a
conversation. He was very anxious to have the others go. He
was much more intimate with us, but there was no buége out of
th&m. "That is all now" Sean would say, but there was no

hudge at all. Then we all came out together,

- Father McCarthy, who was attached to the prison, had
Sesn'e rosary beads., It was he who was with him for his last
confession., He sent for me to go to see him in his parish.
He gave me a whole lot of things - an old yellow nuffler,
the rosary beads and something else, which I brought back

» to his sister. I think I gave the rosary beads to Pather

Paddy Browne. He had seen Sean McDermott in the pbison ﬁnn.

but that was before our visit,

o Hasy fphons b By
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